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CLAYTON  
 
Summary - The fire chief felt within the area covered by the Clayton Fire Department there are no wild 
land / urban interface areas threatened by a heavy build up of fuels.  Most areas are intermixed 
sagebrush/grass/rock. The biggest issue for the Clayton Fire Department is adequate water supplies. The 
City of Clayton is presently working with the USDA - Rural Development to design and eventually fund 
an upgrade of their water system.  Several locations should be evaluated as potential dry hydrant location 
to reduce water shuttle time.  
   

LOCATION CONCERNS OPPORTUNITY 
East Fork Access to existing water 

supply 
Other water access 

Clayton Some fuels river edge 
behind town 

 

Yankee Fork 
 

Not in a fire district  

Not in a fire district  
French Creek 
 

No concern  

Torrey Creek  No concern  
Tunnel Rock  
 

No concern  

Thompson Creek 
Mine 

 Pump station has water supply. 
Need to investigate a use 
agreement. 

Squaw Creek  Potential dry hydrants 
Road Creek 
 

 Potential dry hydrants 

Sunbeam  
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CHALLIS 
 
Summary - The fire chief felt there is not a major hazardous fuels issue in the wild land / urban interface 
serviced by the Challis Fire Department or the North Custer Fire District.  Most areas are intermixed 
sagebrush/grass/rock.  High fuel levels in the Garden Creek watershed are a concern because it provides 
the municipal water supply for Challis.  Inadequate water sources are a major concern across the District. 
Poor access exists to some sites. There is a concern about the vulnerability of the single source power line 
that brings electricity into Custer County. The Chief expressed a concern about recruiting new volunteers. 
The Chief also suggested that the Fire District and agencies host joint wildfire response exercises.  
 
 

LOCATION CONCERNS OPPORTUNITY 
Garden Creek 
Watershed 

High fuels, Challis water 
supply, poor access 

Control burn 

City of Challis  Water capacity  
Pahsimeroi Long response time, access to 

existing water sources 
Evaluate & harden existing 
water sites, develop new 
water sources  
 

Round Valley   Response time Develop water sources 
Challis Creek  Mosquito Flat Res. 

Agreements with land 
owner 

Corrigan Lane  Corrigan Spring 
development 

Custer Motor Way Historical sites  
Tunnel Rock  Develop water supply 
Hwy. S. 75 River Protection Power Line Single  
Hwy 93 N   
Spar Canyon  Mine, Power Line 
Morgan Creek Dead trees, 2-3 houses  
Grouse Creek Repeater site  
Mosquito Ranch Fuels   
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MACKAY 
 
Summary - A build up of hazardous fuel levels that threaten homes in the wild land/urban interface were 
identified at several locations. Access problems including narrow roads and bridges were identified. The 
lack of accessible, dependable water supply is a major concern.  The Forest Service has completed some 
fuels inventories and is working on the Copper Basin Front Wildfire Mitigation Plan. 
  

LOCATION CONCERNS OPPORTUNITY 
Municipal Water Supply  Forest Service Plan in 

process 
Antelope No fire district coverage, bridges, 

fuels - Sage/Timber, Access Issue, 
water supplies down lower 

Public education on the 
need to be in Fire District, 
F.S. – wild land public 
education in process 

Twin Bridges / N. Fork Poor access, locked community, 
address problem, homeowner assoc., 
possible growth  

F.S. Plan in process 

Barton Flat Cottonwood dead tree, fuels, access  
Copper Basin Bridges limit access, homes not 

occupied year around however  
Need public education.  
There is a Homeowner 
Association in place 

City of Mackay Fuels, sagebrush, White Knob Mtn. 
heavy fuels, Big issue, empty lots – 
Smelter Road, Water Supplies 

Look at dry hydrant areas 

Res. To Leslie    
Wildhorse  Fuels  
Barton Flat / Bartlott Pt.  Fuels, Need water supply, dry wells  
Leslie  Fuels River Bottom, Some access 

problems 
 

Pass Creek Access issue, fuel loads, water, 
access, potential for subdivision 

 

Alder Creek Made provisions for water access, 
access fuel around, fuels lower part 

 

Waste Site No Concern  
Dickey Station No concern   
Wiley’s No concern  

 
 
General Comments: 
 

 New subdivisions need to provide water sources for fire protection.  
 Need ID boundaries of areas of concern  
 Sprinkler adapter – 3 different kinds, need uniformity 
 Contact Irrigation Company for access for Fire Department 
 Copper Basin Front Wildfire Mitigation Plan F.S. 
 Excavation Plans need to be developed 
 Forest Service GPS Draft Sights – Agreements are in place with private to use water source 
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STANLEY BASIN   
 
Summary - There is considerable concern about the "red fuels" issue in the wildland/urban interface.  In 
some areas the fuels were described as extreme placing numerous homes and recreational developments 
at high risk from wildfire. Developing evacuation plans is a high concern for the fire chief and agencies.  
Some developments may not be defensible do to narrow roads, bridges, one way in / one-way out, poor 
water supplies.  The power line serving Stanley Basin crosses high fuels areas. There is a need for 
homeowner education programs, fuels reduction projects, developing new water supplies, developing 
evacuation plans, rural addressing, and improving communications. 
 

LOCATION CONCERNS OPPORTUNITY 
Fisher Creek -100 lots 
with 60% occupancy, 

High risk, one way in one way 
out, water supply is minimal, 
river is source, no winter 
access  

There is a homeowners 
association. 

Iron Creek -120 lots all in 
the trees 

Extreme risk, human caused 
fires, one way in one way out, 
road maintenance issues, some 
winter plowing, minimal water 
supply in the summer, no cell 
phone coverage, trailhead, 
evacuation plan needed, no 
home owners association. 

Cistern plan underway 

Boundary Creek Extreme fuels, bridge not 
passable for fire equipment, 
through access one way, water 
available at the river, no winter 
access, power line. 

$60,000 fuel reduction 
plan under way At the 
Stanley Basin Cabins - 
IDL grant. There is a 
homeowners association 

Casino Creek, 
approximately 20 houses 

High risk from fuels, no fire 
district, non-defensible, power 
line for Stanley goes through 
Casino Creek. 
 

 

Red Fish Lake Complex Extreme fuels, one access road 
(two lane), water supply good, 
high number of people in the 
summer, campgrounds, 
permitted lodge and housing, 
trail head for back country, no 
fire district, evacuation plan 
needed, communication 
concerns. 

 

Crooked Creek High fuels that will become 
extreme, one way in one way 
out, minimal water supplies. 

 

Yankee Fork No fire district  
Lower Stanley • Low fuels, houses too 

close together, Good 
water supply 
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Stanley Lake High fuels, one access in, two 
lanes paved, summer access 
only, evacuation plan needed, 
campground, trailhead. 

Good water supply 

Cow Camp Some houses in the trees 
 

 

Forest Service Complex Moderate fuels, have a hydrant 
system 

 

City of Stanley Low risk from fuels  Good water source, 
cisterns being developed. 

Boy Scout tent structures   
Petit Lake (24 houses)  
Valley View (60 houses)-  
 

Mutual aid agreements could 
tie up resources needed in 
Custer County. 

 

Smiley Creek Blaine County, no coverage, 
FS looking at grants for water 
sources 
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